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Dear Minister

[ have interviewed a number of constituents who have cmphatically
cxpressed their concerns to me in relation to the proposed development of the
Auvstralian Delence Industry (ADI) site at St Marys,

1 had inlerviewed some of these constilucals on previous occasions and
forwarded represemtations (o your predecessor, the llon Dr Andrew
Refshauge MP, namely reference numbers MO 1-02420 and MO1-03762.

I am attaching for your current information further representations which 1
have received from these constituenls graphically pointing out that over
recent vears the sile, which has been proposcd to be preserved for
envirunmental purposes, has been dramatically reduced.

One of the attachments shows that in June 1997 the Australian Hentage
Commission had an Interim Listing which was approximately 1100 heclares.
By Ociober 1999 this had been reduced to B30 heclares,

Furthcrmote, a comparison of the area preserved in 1997 with the area
propused 1o he retained as Open Space in the more recent proposals put
{orward by the developers shows nol only a dramatic reduction in the sites
earmarked for prescrvation, but also shows a somewhal disjointed pattern of
Open Space in which residential and industrnial development substantially
encroaches upon wetlands and other sensitive areas.

In the points raised by the delegation comments were made concerning the
problems buing experienced with the preservation of Cumberland Plan
wetlands, s well as the increased pollution of the Hawkesbury River.
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Both of these are vital issues about which T have received constant
representations. [t will be noted that South Creel, which s a main tributary
for the Hawkesbury River flows substantially through the ADI site leaking
inte several of s wellands.

There is also concern for the fuuna of the area, particularly the proposed
dramatic reduction in the number of grey and red kangaroos who al one time
were native inhabitants of the western plains. There are several other fauna
species which are cumrently endangered which are pleniiful at this site.

Finally, 1 refer you o the paper prepared by Ms Sonia Bennett titled
“Treading Lightly on the Hidden Woodlands™ which deals extensively with
the variety of flora to be found on the sile and a number of species which
would be put ul nsk should this development take place as is cumrently
proposed. .

l.eaving aside these specific representations, it is a matter of substantial
concern that such a large number of constituents throughow Sydney’s West
continue lo express substantial reservations concemning the proposed
development and, despite the fact that many of these people would normally
not be persons who are keen to mount bardcades, nonetheless have
maintained such consistent voecal opposition to these proposals over such a
longer period of time.

I am aware that the Governmenl has considered and recansidered this marter
on many occasions.  Indications are that the proposals outlined warram
further reconsideration prior to final approval heing granted.

Yours sincercly




