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Drear Mr Brovam
Slashing of Cumberlund Plains Woodland at the 5t Marys (old ADI) Site

Further (o your letter o the Minister 16Aagust 2001 reparding extensive slashing af the St
Marys {old AD) site.

Particular erphasis was made in your letler that clearing was being undertaken in the weslem
sections af the site. As a result, the Compliance and Fnforcement section of Environment
Australia made arrangements wilh Comiond management Lo visit the site, on an informal
basis, e substantiaie whether the action was taking place or not.

On 12 September 200, a site visit was camied oul by two officers of the Department and a
hotanist wilh expertise in Cumberland Plain Woodlands, accompanied by Mr Bill Mitchell.

While the guality and extent of the Cumberland Plain Weodlands community varies
considerably over ditferent parts of the site, it appuars that some ol the slashing activity did
wceur i or in the immediate vicinily of aress where the vepetation includes compuonents of
Cumberfand Plain Woodlands. However, most slashing activitivs were occurting in
previously cleared pans of the site.

Subszequently, this Department has woitten to Comland nequesting an application for a
pertnit,. Throuph the permit application process o fire control program can be considered in
the conmtexl ol ciswiag proicction of lisied specics and the Cunberiand Main Woodlands
community. ComLand has been advised that any lurlher slashing activity should be sirctly
limited to essential maintenance of existing boundury Brebreaks and only those trails cssential
for fire eontrot vehicks aceuss.

Yours Sincerely
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