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Mr Bruce Wheatley

Chairperson - 73)IUL 1999

ADI Residenls Action Group

PO Box C146

WERRINGTON COUNTY N3W 2747

Dear Mr Wheatley

Thank you for your letters dated 17 May 199% and 18 July 1999 conceming the
propesed development of the ADI site at St Marys. | apologise for the delay in

replyiag,

[n1 your leller you raisc important issues about the rale and nzlure af comm ity
consultation o any proposed rezoning of the ADT sito.

The Goverunent has not yet decided whether to exhibit u draft Regional
Eavironmental Plan (REP) for public conunent. | can assure you that if sucl a
decision is aken a thorough public consullation process will be undertaken. The
tength of any exhibition process is yet to be determined and I have noled your
coraments on this pomnt.

The Department of Urbun A ffairs and Planning advises me that should the Jdrafl REP
be exhibited for public comment the Depariment would also arrange with the land
owner for open days allowing public access to the site durimg the exhibition penod. 1
uniderstand that (here are issues of securily and public liability for the land owner
whieh will have to be managed during public site inspeciions. Exhibitions would be
Jocaled at Blacktown and Penrith Council affices snd at the Department of Urban
A(Tairs and Plarming. Qther locations to facililate public access, such as libraries,
would also be considered. T have referred your comments regarding public acecss to
the site to the Department for consideration in organising open days.
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You also raise the issuc of the Section 22 Committee’s conclusions on the biodiversity
vulues of the site. The Department of Urban Affairs and Planning advises that the
Section 22 Commiltee identified the north west sector of the ADI site as having
retatively fow biodiversity valuc and it was not tecommended for condervation within
the proposed regional park. The Comimittec was satisfied that the hiodiversity valucs
1hat exist wilhin the north west sector of the site were better and adequately
represented within the proposed consetvation zone. This process was informed by
vegetatiot studies undertaken during the Regional Environmental Study process, the
Lend Leuse Master Plan and additional survey work required by the Section 22
commiftes.

[ understand that the assessment of the site by the Australiun Heritage Commission
rclied heavily on the estensive wotk updertaken witinn the NSW planning process,
including the Regional Environmental Study and the Section 22 committec report.
The Departmant and the National Parks and Wildlife Service have reviewed the
information on which the Australian Heritage Commuission’s decision was based, and
this review would establish the houndary of the park in a draft REP for the site.

Thank you for taking the time to forward your views and concemns regarding the
importance of public consultation on this deyclopment proposal.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Refshauge MP

Depuoty Premier

Minister for Urbap Affairs and Planning
Minister for Aberiginal Affairs

Minister for Hoasing
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