% PENRITH

7 CITY COUNCIL
Serving Qur Community

e

£y

File: 36/36 RK/m
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57 July 20C5

Mr Geott Brown

Convenor

ADI Residents Action Group
PO Box 4134
WERRINGTON NSW 1747

Dear Mr Brown,

Penrith City Council's
20052006 MANAGEMENT PLAN

Thank vou tor vour submussion on Council's Draft 2005-2006 Management Plan.

Following consideration of all subnussions received, Council adopeed the 2083-23Ce
Management Plan, including some amendmenis toe the exhibited draft, on 267 June 2605,

A response by the relevamt Council Manager to each of the 1ssues that you mised m your
submission 15 provided below.

Vegetation Mapping
Response by the Local Planning Manager:

Counal has commissioned a consultant wo review the vegetation community boundarnies
of the 2000 INPWS vegetation maps based on s 2303 large scale aenal photography. The
INPWS mapping was based on 1:16002 scale acral photos. Council’s re-mapping 15 based
on 1:5022 acmal photos. Geound-teuthing of the vegetanion communities and threatened
speaies on Council owned or managed bushland reserves has also been camed our. Both
of these actions will provide more accurate, detailed information.

A Biodiversity Database is ako being developed to caprure data as 1t becomes available w
assist in long-rerm monitoning,

‘Lhe resuhs of the vegetation comnnity boundary mapping, ground-truthing of reserves
and will be available to the public. It ks anticipated that in the fonger-term the data
emered imo the Biodiversity Database will be available to the public.

River and Catchment Health

A number of issues were raised at the Public Meeting regarding the health of the Nepean
River and 115 catchrent, including the presence of significant wetkinds in the LGA,
sediment control requirements for developments, waterflows and the recovery of native



fish stocks 1n the River, Council's policy on people removing vegetation from or mowing
niverbanks and conuols on recreatonal use of the Raver which may cause erosion,

Response by the Building Approuals and Enuronment Protection Manager:

In response to the diverse range of issues mised, brief comments are provided bere
regarding the status of relevant actions. Further detailed information can be provided
directly 1o the residents and groups who raised the 1ssues and vou are welcome to contact
me further on this,

Specific and extenstve desigﬂ requirements for all new developments exist, which inchude
sullable dramage design requirements. Sydney Water has upgraded $T1%s and other
measures such as the environmental audinng program that are pursued by Council are
slowly improving water quality. Council’s work inscalling gross pollutant traps (GPTs) 1n
creeks and on drains helps 1o remove pollutants from stormwater.

There are several wetland systems in vanous catchments throaphout the City, Specific
information has heen provided to the resident making this subnussion,

There is a significant problem with carp in the waternays. Council has had programs
the past to remove them from areas such as Wernngton Lake, With the introduction of
fish ladders, there are more Bass in the river system that helps 1o conure] carp. Ulimarely
the aim 15 10 clean the waterwayvs and return the nawral bodiversity balance, Council
supports the [reshwater mussel project whuch 1 a sl 1o re-establish mussels in the rver
as bio-(diers,

Two wens on the Nepean River are located in the Penmth Ciry area. The State
Governmient 15 looking at removal of weirs, or other optiens including fish ladders if the
hentage value of the weir prevents its removal.

There is general legislative control in the Native Vegetation Act to prevent removal of
vegetanion and there are contrelled programs to remove targeted vegetation.

Waterways police patrol the Nepean River, which 5 speed limuted for safety and w
prevent problems such as erosion. Some of the over areas are also made not accessible
for activities such as skung as a protectve measure.

Use of Recycled Water

Representatives of the ADI Residents Acuon Group queried the use of reewled water in
the City. whether 1his was 2 major feawre of greenfield sites and Council's role in the
Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment Management Authormy (HNCMA). A resident of
Kingswood Park quened whether Council would ensure that all new housing
developmenis have both clean (ie. potable} and grey water systemns

Response by the Building Approwals and Enuronment Protection Manager:

Council has been pursuing Sydney Warer tor access 1o Penmth Sewage Treaunent Plane
(STT) 10 provide recycled water for spornting fields and for commercial use and there 15 2
possible breakthrough with the support of the business communiry. Mulgoa/ Wallacia
STP is 1o come on line and there are possibilities there. Council has akso been extrernely
acuve with water savings programs and has been recognized as a leader in this area.

E xisung recycled water projects in the City include the imgation by Council of sporung
fields and open space at Hickey’s Lane, North Penrith. Council approved the use of
recycled waer by Dunheved Golt Gourse, an mitiative by the club that 1s proving
successtul.



Council is looking at this feature for new release areas such as Penrth Lakes. The ADI
development will include the highest level of water sensitive design, inchuding the
provision of recycled water. Some new suburbs such as the ADI site and Penrith Lakes
will have recycled water supplies. There are no plans at this time 10 leok o retro fitting
tor existing suburbs.

The Mavor sits on the Local Government Advisory Group that 15 a committee that

advises the HNCMA. Council alser has s Enhanced Envirnonmental Program that is
[ocussed on activites that commbute to achieving the Lower Hawkesbury Bluepnine
targets.

The State’s new BASIX design requirements mandate bener water usage for new
developroems. All new housing in the City must comply with the water conservauon
tarpets established by the BASIX planning pohcy. Houses have to have erthera grey
water supply or a water tank and must demmonstrate a mummum of 25% water savings
from rradivonal housing.

Counci] has suriet guidelines for new suburbs that require significant benchmarks in
sustainability to be met.

Protection of Natural Areas 1n Council Operations

Concerns regarding negative impact on natural areas of Crime Prevention Through
Envitonmental Design (CPTED) and open space mowing operations.

Response by the Asset Manager and the Parks Coanstruction and Maintenance
Manager:

Council staff are trained in Cnme Prevenuon Through Environmental Design prnciples.
This inchudes looking at a balance between the aesthetics, amenity, and appropriate levels
of surveillance and perceptions of safewy and secunty. The main aum of treatments 10
landscapmg is 1o ensure that clear lines of sight are maintained. This can be aclieved by
providing and maintaining, low ground cover planting, low shrubbery, and hugh canopied
trees. This will ensure that habiats are retained.

The five new mowing teams proposed in the Dratt Managernent Plan wall targen existng
parks throughout the City. These 1eams will provide the resource capacity w awend 1o
parks more regulady especially dunng summer.

Defined natural areas are not supposed 1o be undergoing any grass cutting whatsoever.
The chailenge m the coming year is 1o transform exisung mowed arcas Ino 'no mow
zomes. Ultimately, these areas will be managed as natural areas. Plant operators as well as
all Council staff will be given clear direction into the new management regune of these
and other natural areas,

Indian Mynahs
Response by the Enuronmental Health Manager:

Council has resolved w prepare a motion for the 2005 Local Government and Shires
Association conference advocating that the State Government show leadership and
provide resources for the control of Indian Mynahs. It also resolved to wnite 1o Lhe
responsible State control agency seeking infarmation on their control programs.



Alligator weed
Response by Endronmental Health Manager:

Alligator Weed can be found threughout the over system Council's work on aquatic
weeds is camed out through Hawkesbury County Council and extensive work has been
done with the Hawkesbury CMA, including spraying, to control aquatic weeds like
alligator weed and Salvinia

Regulated spraying has occurred and booms are used to trap the weed for removal,
Hotspots are targeted and revisited to ensure control of re-growth.

Weed control
Response by Parks Construction and Maintenance Manager:

Afncan luvegmss is not a declared noxious weed. On the scale of weed prionties, Afncan
lovegrass 1s nou as impc:t‘tam as other nusance” weed species. Nc-midu-mnding, Afocan
]ovegmss 15 bemg managed in specific sensitive areas where we are trying to rehabilitate
native vegetation such as Ropes Creek,

Training tractor drivers is an ongoing process. Plant operators are continually adwvised of
any new ‘no mow’ zone areas in their area. In addiion, fixed barniers are installed o
safeguard specific vegetation commumes,

Selected staff are already identifving weed species and if noxious, reporting them through
the propertv channels to our local weed authorry (Hawkeshury River County Council).

Tree maintenance in Cranebrmok
Response by Parks Construction and Maintenance Manager

Parks s1alf have never conducied any street tree planting in the Kennelworth Crescem
area, In all areas where parks staff intend to undertake street tree planting, residents arc
advised by letter.

Residents are informed about the particular tree species to be planted and how 1o care
for the wree. If a resident does not wish to have a tree, then we won't provide one,

To investigate in greater detail the incident you mised at the public meeting abour the
tree planting on Kennelworth Crescent, funher detats are required. Please feel free 1o
contact me directly regarding this.

Drainage basins on A site
Response by Enuronmental Planning Manager:

The water management strategy, ncluding the locavion, number and fpe of drainage
basins proposed to service the ADI site development. we understand, will be reviewed
as part of the REP review that will be undertaken shonly by DIPNR. The observations
made dunng the Remonak Park Plan of Management process in the Communiy
Reference Group discussions are relevant considerations, particularly the need to re-
size these faciliues m lew of the reduced development opportunity, as well as consider
the most appropriate location for them given the cusremt Regional Tark proposal.



It will also be necessary to determine the most appropnate Lype of water management
facility that should be established, having regard to s required function and
CONMEMPOTATY WALCT SENsitive urban design principles.

I trust that the answers provided address your concerns and provide the informaton you
required. If this s not the case, please m the [ist instance contact Wawne Muchell, Acting
Building Approvals and Environmental Protecuon Manager on 4732 7511; Ruth
Goldsmith, Local Planning Manager on 4732 776C; David Burns, Asset Manager on 4732
7554; Steve Barmant, Acting Environmental Health Manager on 4732 7301; Raphael
Colling, Parks Construcuon and Maimtenance Manager on 4732 7358; or Roger
Nethercote, Envirgnmental Planmng Manager on 4732 7713,

Copies of the adopted 2005-06 Management Plan »all be available shortly from Council’s
Civic Centre in Pennth, or the Queen Street Centre In St Marys. The Management Plan
will also be placed on Council's website, www.penntheirynsw.gov.ay.

Tt vou would like a copy of the Plan sent to you, please contact (T2) 4732 7411 or e-muail
manplangs penmthecynsw,ao.ay.

Information about Council's program for the wear will be distributed 1o all residents of
the City of Pennth over the next month as pant of 2 community newsleter,

Thank you once again for taking an interest in the planning process for Penrith Ciny's
future.

Yours faithfully

—_

gl

Russ Kingsley
Acting Corporate Development Manager



