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Introduction 
 
This is an addendum to: Submission – St Marys Release Area Draft Western and Central Precinct 
Plans, dated the 9th February 2009. 
 
We wish to raise additional concerns with the draft Western and Central Precincts about public 
health and safety, the Central Precincts access limitations and filling of the South Creek floodplain. 
 
Development within Bushfire Prone Land 
 

 
 
The entire ADI Site has been classified as Bushfire Prone Land. We have read the document 
Bushfire Protection Assessment commissioned by Delfin Lend Lease and we reject the 
recommendations that a 25 metre Asset Protection Zone (APZ) be applied to residential 
development adjoining the Regional Park. The APZ will protect nothing if there is an intense fire. 
 
Council must carefully consider the latest science and take into consideration the recent fire events 
in Victoria and Canberra before it rubber stamps Delfins housing development. Council cannot 
allow economic development to take precedence over the health and safety of its citizens. Council 



cannot make determinations that expose the public to bushfire. In the case of the Central Precinct, 
Council, if it approves the Precinct Plans, will be creating another Glenmore Park with only two 
entry and exit points? To make matters worse the Precinct Plans require the public to travel 
through bushland in order to enter or exit that suburb. If there was a fire bearing down on the 
Central Precinct and an evacuation was needed then there could be disastrous consequences. 
 
Delfin will argue that a 25 metre APZ is consistent with RFS guidelines and that houses in these 
areas will be built using timber treated with fire retardant and toughened glass. Those measures 
appear piddling when one looks at the aftermath of the Victorian and Canberra fires with heat so 
intense that metal objects melted. The recent fire at Whitegates Rd Londonderry put lives and 
homes at risk and that was a fire that burnt only 80 ha of bushland. What could happen if the 900 
ha Regional Park went up in flames? 
 
There is an area of the Central Precinct that allows urban development and it appears a potential 
death trap. Delfin propose one road in and out of this area where the blue line is. This area should 
not be developed. Council should call on this area to be added to the Regional Park.  
 

 

 



Any fire regime implemented by DECC as part of its Regional Park Plan of Management will never 
reduce fuel loads to manageable levels. Such a rigid fire regime would be inconsistent with good 
conservation practice.  
 
SREP 30 allows a bus and pedestrian only access point to enter the Central Precinct. This would 
be a continuation of the dead end Leichhardt Ave which is in Werrington County near the corner of 
John Batman Ave and Henry Lawson Ave. It is shown on all the Precinct Plan maps as a 
‘Potential ’ access point 
 

 
 
Delfin claim this access point can be used by the general public. This statement appears untrue as 
Delfins own Traffic and Transport Report claims that this access point, if allowed, will need to be 
designed to stop car traffic. There needs to be something better planned as an evacuation route 
than this. This highlights that Delfins development is flawed. 
 
The access issue for the Central Precinct is a major planning flaw that Council needs to address. 
 
Access to Central Precinct 
 
As stated in our original submission we oppose the zoned east west road that cuts through the 
Regional Park. The Central Precinct is only accessible via this road through the Regional Park. To 
get to the Central Precinct by car one would need to first travel through the Ropes Crossing or the 
Western Precinct or it appears through the Dunheved Industrial Precinct. So in effect the car user 
will need to navigate their way through existing residential areas in order to get to where they want 
to go. There is the potential for major traffic congestion getting to and from the Central Precinct 
 
The Northern Rd is already heavily congested for long periods of time in the morning and 
afternoons. Dunheved and Forrester roads are also congested. One can imagine that traffic will be 
nightmarish if the ADI Site goes ahead as planned. 
 
We question why Delfin wasn’t made to construct a new road to directly service the Central 
Precinct. This would negate the need to have a road zoning through the Regional Park. It would 
alleviate a lot of the access issues to the Central Precinct.  
 
Even Delfins Community Plan highlights the problems with accessing the Central Precinct. Central 
Precinct residents cannot access schools of community facilities in suburbs to the south such as 
Werrington County unless they drive many kilometres through other Precincts in order to get back 
onto Dunheved Rd. 



 
Penrith Council should refuse to adopt the Central Precinct Plan until Delfin fund a new road east 
of Werrington County. Such a road could be used to provide access to Werrington County as well 
as the Central Precinct. 
 

 
 
 
 
Filling of the Floodplain 
 
ADI RAG has consistently opposed the filling of the South Creek floodplain. We again reiterate our 
opposition to the loss of over 1 million cubic metres of much needed flood storage capacity. We 
believe that the importation of 2 million tonnes of fill will effect flooding up and downstream of the 
ADI Site.  
 
Council should oppose the filling of the floodplain. 
 
 


