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U For Immediats Release

® Subjact: What has A.D.I gﬂt to hide?

The suitability of the St Marys AIM site for development has been culled into question
by the Australian Defence Industry’s refusal to provide information to 2 NSW Heaith
Department caguiry.,

In February 1996 a petition was circulated requesting that the NSW Heslth
Department conduet 2 Health Survey into the effects of the weapons production on
former employees and redidenty of adinining houring sotates, Tha cafaty of futurs
development on the Site was also to be investigatad.

There were 2000 signatures collected when the petition was presented to the Federal
MP, Bozer Price aad State MP, Jim Asdorson in February, 1996 who were asked 1o
forward the originale ¢ NEW

&£ 1o the MEW Hoalth Depnriment angd o copy to ko sant 4o tha

ek}
Department of Defence whe were responsible for the ammunition productien.
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When ne response te the petition had been receivad by November 1094 anawnirios wers
4 it was discovered thai the potition kad net ot Roger
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Acticn Croug was the potiticn prosonted ¢ the NSW Health Department and further
assigned to the Western Sydney Public Honlth Tlnit, Dasans saneicing madn with Bon
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Concern.

t has pncovered allegations that have caused us oreat



{pon receipt of the petition the Western Sydney Public Health Unit determined shat
ihree areas shouid be investigated. These are:

L. The Oceupativnai fealth issue of the direct affeci oo employees of 5.5.1L
2. The effects ol emissions from the refaied indusiries o starrdundiss restdents
3. ¥Whether ihe site could be remediated suitably for development 1o ocour

When the Aostralian Defence Industries were conigcted regarding the supply of
infermavion for the benefit of the survey the Pubiic Health Unit were ioid that no
isformatien would be forthcuming and that they had no right tv approach them. ot
oniy was Uere so cvoperativn from A, D5 they then profested (o the Teaith
venariment through a local Labor State MP ihai ey had oo rioht to seel ntoeartion,

}'ﬁnﬁwina ADLLs refusal to assist the Public Heatth Init with their fnuuh 165 3 formud
Etter was sent io uh: Suumicr fyy e Ut:.Jﬂi e o Droivuge 11 uin e 3% Mo
for Heaitit on the 25" February, 1997, There nas been no Tesponse ver recrived,

The question must be asied of the Australian Defence Industries us o what they Jave
hitde in reganis iv the pasi eaith of furmer employvees and adsu io their abibdy o
suarantee ihe safety of the site to future residents if it is developed, Both Penriiin g
Biacktowtt Counetls are so unimipressed with A.D.T. assuraness ihat iliey lidve
acmanded i 30 vear indemnify on any development un the site.

Beiore 20y approval is given 10 coniinue with the development PrOCEsS the neopie
Western Svdney deserve to he siven 3iate Government assurances irom the Beaih

Department und the Environmentai Protectiun Auency Hai they are 1iRI% verain S
the site s safe jur any e
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An independent health survey

Haaith and zafely at the 851
Marys site
The 5t Marys Munilions Facrary
Wwas built in the early 12405, and has
béxn operating ever since. Many of the
chemicals used in muniicns produc-
Hon are dangerous to the health of
people warking with them,
The occupatianal healih and salety
ol the site has always been a source of
friction. In the carly 19805, a parlia-
mentary inguicy gave the zie a
refatively clean bill of health. while
arguing for a few minor changes a the
factory. o
The repert argued that ventilalion
af many of the factories was inade-
guate, and thal many changes nesded
o be made'to the way production
ofeurved . In fact, some changes were
iater inlraduced: 10 some factories,
ventilation waz improved. Hawever,
the changes merely meant that more
chemiicals were released jnto the adr.
which incrzased the risks fer Lical resi-
denis.
Mol surprasingly, the Parjiamen-
Ly inquiry i3 regacded by many as a
Cwluteswsash, designed Ly bide the grow-
;g list of capcer wictims.,

Aadioaciive wasta

Thera have been many reports of
radioactive marerial stored there: in
fact, the company cpenly admits that
quantities of radicactive wasle matert
al are stoeed on the S Marys site. [t s
W10k ¥ secTeL.

For a long lime, radioactive mate-
rial bas been known as o cause of
various Lypes of cancers: when the
Uniled States dropped 1he atom borbs
on Hiroshima and Magasaki in 1945,

many types of cancers [ater developed
1n lhase whe survived the blasts, Many
Australian soldiers who were ysed as
human guinea pigs during Brotish siom
bomb st at Maralings io Svulk Aus.
Talia during Lhe 1950s, later deveioped
cancers and have since died,

There are na arguments that
radioactive materials are safe: and
there are no arguments thal radigactive
malenals are not stored al 5t Marys. [t
i# terrible 1o think that lacal residents
could have been used as guinea pips o
test the effects on bumans of low Tewel
rackiation. )

An indspendani Health Survey

An independent heidlth survey of
the ADMI xite is abzalutely pocessacy, 1o
see just bow maoy ADI employeas
have actually died or have contracied
cancer, and whether any local residents
are sulfering from ar have died from
similar cancers due 1o drifl from the
site. We should demand:

1) the investigating body under-
tnkes a health survey of past apd
current conplayecs at the site o discovr
cr if there have been any irrepularilics
in the incidence of cancers, bicth
defecrs ur stillbirts,

21 the investigating body under-
takes asimilar survey of residents
living within 4 three (3] kKilomelre
racius of 1he edge of the 5t Marys site
t see if there are any simidlar imegubar-
itles oocurring anwongst local residents.

This is needed to guaraniee that the
naeds af Al employees and beeal res-
idents are not sleamiolled by the hug:
lnancial imterests involved in the pro-
posed deveiopment ol the St Marys
site and the privatisation of ADI.

Aulhorised by the Black lown Branch of the Socdalist Party of Ausirala
For further infarmation, contact Bevan an (02 871-682], Jahn on 01 6263022,
of wrile 0 P Box 132 Doongide, 7767, Read The GUARDLAN, the Warkers' Weekly,

A Socialist Party ot Australia leattet. For mere intoimation;, letephone 212 6955




