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1 Executive Summary

The Austradian Heritage Commission {AHC) has listed on the Interirm Regizter of the National Estate sections of
tha ADI site, St Mary's, Sydnay {westaomn Sydnay Shake Woodlands). The ADI / Lend Leage Joint Venlure have
obiscied 1o the kating of several sactions of the site which are cumentiy within the boundary of the interim listing.

The AHC engaged lan Perkins Consullancy Sarvices {IPCS) 1o provida an indapandent assassment of the
vegatation within & of the disputed areas of the ADI site in wastan Sydney, particularly in the north-west sactor
of the site. The extent of thase B dispubed areas iz cubined on Figure 2 {pg. 22}.

In terms of native plant communities and native plant species, a significant basis for the objaclions provided by
ADI 7 Land Lease was that tha areas which occumed outside of the Secilan 22 Blodiversity zones established on
sita (ie. the disputed areas) wers highly degraded, depauperate arass lacking significent native plant species or
viable plant communities and therefore the validity of listing these areas was guestioned.

MNo comprahansive of systmtlc surveying of the vegetation within the shudy area (dispuled areas) had bean
undartaken prior to the commissioning of Jan Perking Consultancy Services. Preliminary assessment by the
comgultants fo ADL/ Lend Leass (c. 1%5}mumﬂmﬂmdﬁpinudm{paﬁnkmym e i-wont
seclor”) were highly degraded and lacking in significant values, howavear the bashks for this conclusion has not
bean dearty determined.

The vagetalion assassment providad in this reporl 1o tha AHG aimed to provide: an indepandant survey of the
disputed areas and provide t tha AHC nformation relevant 1o the naiver plant species diversity or plant
Somimunity presence in the area. In addition, the vegetabion assessment was o consider the appropriateness of
the Interim Mationsl Eatate Boundary {relathe to the resudts of the flora assessment) and, i necessary, provide
advice to the AMC as to 8 revised bourdary.

Vageiation within the study area was surveyed by lan Perkins (lan Parking Consullancy Services) with
asslstance from Teresa Jamas (Consufting Batanist},

A praliminary vegetalion assessmant was undartaken 13 determing the nature and extent of plant communities
present. Tha sita was mapped into 2 classes of vegetation, determined through a detalled assessment of the
degras of weed infeatation and level of native plant spacias present in the groundcover layoar of tha sita.

. Class | areas were identified as those sactions of the aite where native species dominabed
the groundcover.

- Class 2 areas were idantified a3 those sections of the sile whera sxolic speciss dominated
the groundcover.

Additional classification of Clags 1 etens was underaken baged on level of fragmentation and dieturbance {igh
and maoderate quality).

A sanies of 13 quadrats were astablished in locations representative of the range of plant communities / classes
identtfiad. Two guadrats wera established within the adjacent Section 22 biodiversity zone to allow a comparnison
of data between tha disputed and non-disputed areas.

Cata collection within the quadrats established within the disputed areas identified that

. Class 1 {high and moderate quality) vagatation areas identiiied contain a significanl number of
“charactaristic™ Cumberand Plain Woodland spacias;

. Class 1 (high and moderate quelity) vegetation araas dentified have not been distwbed 1o a
point where thelr recovery to a struciure representative of the Cumbarand Plain Woodland
community a5 defined undar the NSW Threatened Spacias Corservation Al (1995} woukd not
be readily achievable through minor threatening process miligation measuras;
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- an averaga of 33% of tha “characteristic” Curnberland Plain Woodland specias (or a minimum of
19 “characterisfic™ species) occur whhin class 1 (high and moderate qusadity} areas;
- an average of 19 additional native spaciea sotur within clase 1 (high and moderate guality}
aréas;
. Five: reglonally significant (high priovity for consarvation) were identified within class 1 quadrais.

Additional ragionally significan spacies (eg. Grevillea fumpering) were noted as aiso oCouming
within sections of tha north-weat sector aithoegh they did net ocecsr within e quadrais, 29
species cansiderad o ba regionally vuinerable were identified as ocourting within tha class 1
ares.

- species diversity, whilsl not as divarsa as the conirol sites establishad in the Section 22
biydivarsity ama, ig still high {varwng cnly in 9 recorded “charactaristic” species);

Tha resuits of he vegatalion assessmant indicate that saveral significant areas of remnant Cumbarland Plain
Woodland (as defired by the NSW Threatened Species Consenation Act (1985)) octur within the disputed
afeds. |t appaars that the assumption, made at a previcus stage of flora surveying on site, that the entire north-
wesal sacior was so heavily degraded that it no longer conteined species or communities af significance or
sufficient diversily to be significant was unjusified. Accordingly. tha concusions of tha section 22 assessment
procass may have bean adversaly influanced by the lack of dala collecton in the north-west sactor,

Mitigation of axisting land management practices (ie. slaghing) and re-astablishment of natural processas (eg.
fire regimes) ans considerad 1o the be the minimum required 1o facilitate the naturat regeneration of the
community (as permissitla woder the definiion of Cumberitand Plein Woodland adopted under the Threalened
Species Conservation Act [15095)).

It 15 considared thal the amas of class 1 (high and modecate quality) vegetation identified within the dispuied
sections of the site {tha study arpa} can be considared o have a range of values which are equivalent {or have
& high capability of baing eguivalent given the implementation of simpie nreatenring process mitigation
measures) to areas within the Section 22 Biodiversity zone and accordingly have sufficlant values in tamsg of
native fiora and endangared acological communitias b satisfy tha National Estate assessment criterion A. 1. and
B.1.

1t is conzgidered that the Comberand Plain Woodland remnants identified in the disputed Areas 5§ and 6
asgassed as part of this study can also he considensd o contein suffickent values in tarms of native flore and
soolegical commuoities 10 satisfy tha Nationa! Estate agsessment criterion A1, aod B.1. Wihisl ihease ataas, and
particulary area 5, are more fragmented than other areag ageeggad by this study, sufficient diversity of native
Cumberdand Plain Woodland species axist to justify inclusion. Modification to the irterim National Eslate
Boundary is recommendad {as illustrated on Figure 1) to exclude areas of ntense disturbance and the
Casuanng glawcs thickel within area 5§ as this association is not a camponent of the Cumberand Plain
Woodiand community and comparative data on s acological valuas have notbeen assassed ag part of tis
shudy, The associabion s, howaver, a companant of the Sydney Ceasfal River Flat Foresis which are on the
intgrim Ust of endaogenad ecoiogical communities under the NSW Theatenad Specias Consenvation Act {1885}

A ravised boundery to the Intenim National Estate Boundary reflecting the extent of Clesa 1 {high and moderate

quality) ramnant Cumberland Plain Woodland identifled has baan recommaended. This revised boundary has
been accurately plotied and is presented on Flgure T {pg. 3).

bty Fowhinia Cormulancy Sericrs.




