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BACKGROUND INFORMATION — VISITOR OPPORTUNITY AND EDUCATION

Information Provision

+ Provision of facilities such as picnic areas and walking tracks in those locations
which can sustain such use is discussed in the recreation opportunities section
while this section discusses provision of information.

» Park facilities and services provide opportunities to enjoy, appreciate and
understand the value of our natural and cultural heritage. Only areas that can
sustain use are promoted in this way. Information provision at such places and
about the area in general assists the protection of natural and cuttural heritage,
promotes support for conservation and increases the enjoyment and satisfaction
of visitors. :

e Features of particular interest to visitors in the proposed Regional Park at St
Marys are the large extent of Cumberland Plain vegetation and habitats such as
the woodlands, creeks and wetlands in the Park. Other features of interest to
visitors are the evidence of the five broad themes of cultural heritage in the Park,
in particular the site of the Dunheved Homestead, agricultural remains and the
remains of the munitions factory. The Park may aiso provide an important
opportunity to see native flora and fauna in a natural setting and experience the
gently undulating landscape of the Cumberland Plain. These features will be
promoted and interpreted to visitors in a manner which protects their special
values and encourages appropriate use.

» Approximately 780.6 hectares (92 %) of the current area proposed for the
Regional Park (848 Hectares) is listed on the Register of the National Estate.
Reasons for its listing include the presence of rare and regionally significant flora
and fauna species, the presence of significant remnants of native vegetation of
the Cumberland Plain, and significant examples of Aboriginal and European
heritage. This area will be managed to protect and enhance these listed values
and therefore high impact visitor access will not be compatibie in this area.

e Other areas in the Park that are also listed on the Register of the National Estate
are the archaeological sites associated with the King family (including Dunheved
Homestead site and the pines planted on the western bank of South Creek).
These sites are significant as they have potential to provide information on early
European settlement, the pastoralist phase and early farming in the NSW colony.
These areas should be managed to protect and enhance these listed values and
therefore high impact visitor access may not be compatible in this area.

e Provision of information about the proposed Regional Park at St Marys will involve
three leveis:

- promotion to increase community awareness of the existence of the
Park, its conservation importance and visitor opportunities;

- onentation and regulatory information to enable visitors to find their way
around the park, introduce them to its landscape and advise them about
appropriate use; and

- interpretation of individual components of the park’s environment in
order to increase visitor understanding of the park's values and of the
environment in general, and provision of information about minimising
any impact from use.

¢ Promotion of the Park may be provided through guided and self-guided tours,
interpretive displays, education programs and the publication of information
sheets and brochures.
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There is currently no on site information regarding interpretive facilities, signage
or access points into the Park.

Once a Conservation Management Plan has assessed the built structures within
the boundaries of the Park there may be opportunities to provide interpretative
signage for these structures.

Recreation Opportunities

Visitor opportunities provided in NPWS reserves are generally those at the low-
key end of the spectrum, in natural and undeveloped settings. Recreational uses
which are ecologically sustainable and which directly contribute to the visitors’
understanding and appreciation of the Park's values are considered appropriate.
Management to ensure ecologically sustainable visitor use requires placing limits
on the number of access points, design of facilities to ensure that numbers of
visitors and the style of use is appropriate for the site, and promotion of minimal
impact use.

The provisions below are designed to maintain the low key, scenic, natural
settings which are the special feature of the park and to provide for future use in a
manner which protects ecological integrity and cultural heritage values.

Provision for visitor use of the Park has been considered in a regional context.
Public iand managed by the Service and other authorities in the region provides
diverse opportunities for canoeing/kayaking, cycling, picnics, camping,
horseriding, walking and fishing.

In a regional context, the future Regional Park is located close to other parks and
lands which provide a range of recreation opportunities (see list above), such as
Rouse Hill Regional Park, Western Sydney Regional Park, Nurragingy Reserve,
Ropes and South Creek Regional Open Space Corridors, Penrith Lakes, Western
Sydney Parklands, Blue Mountains National Park, Cattai National Park, Bents
Basin State Recreation Area and Scheyville National Park.

Two maijor studies have investigated the recreation needs in the Blacktown and
Penrith Local Government Areas.

The Penrith City Council study found that 77% of respondents participated in
informal passive recreation (picnicking, walking and socialising with friends) and
that informal recreation (passive and active) was the most popuiar form of
recreation activity undertaken by Penrith LGA residents {Urbis Keys Young 2002).
The Blacktown City Councii study found that 89.3% of respondents thought it was
important that passive recreation opportunities are provided for in their area. The
major types of informal recreation included walking (60.4 % of surveyed
respondents), swimming (29%), picnicking (28%), bike riding (24%), walking a
dog (22.9%), bushwalking (8.4%), and jogging/running (4.8%).

Responses in both the Blacktown and the Penrith studies thought experiencing
the natural bushland was an important part of their recreational experience in their
respective local government areas.

Another recent study has been investigating the regional open space lands that
occur in the St Marys Property and along both Ropes and South Creek to the
south of the St Marys Property. The land in this study is characterised by
extensive local and district reserve systems focusing on sports usage. The vision
for these corridors is to form a scenic and accessible parklands system which will
be managed to balance their cultural, recreational and environmental values
(Cloustons 2004). From a recreation focus these lands will provide: sporting
precincts and associated passive recreation facilities at regional and district
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levels, upgrade and enhance all district level sport reserves and local reserves in
the corridor and improve transport links, paths and cycleways within and around
the corridors and major reserves.

» Open space opportunities in the Eastern Precinct include: 1 district level park (5-6
ha)}, 4 neighbourhood parks (0.7-2 ha each), 6 local parks (0.4-1 ha each). The
open space in the Eastern Precinct will provide: active sports facilities, informal
turfed areas, shaded seated areas, shaded playgrounds, cycle and pedestrian
paths, shaded picnic and BBQ facilities (DLL — Eastern Precinct Development
Strategies). It is assumed that simitar open space opportunities will be provided
in the Central and Western Precincts.

* There is currently no public usage of the proposed Regional Park as there has
been restricted access to the whole site for at least the last 50 years.

e Future visitor usage of the proposed Regional Park will include the estimated
population from the new developments on the site which is predicted to be
between 12000 — 14000 residents. It is estimated that population will increase
over time as major stages of the development project are completed (expected to
be by 2015). Visitors to the Park may also include other residents from the
Penrith and Blacktown local government areas as well as visitors from outside the
region.

* As previously stated in the Information Provision section of this paper the
Regional Park is characterised by some significant features. The protection and
enhancement of these features and values will determine the appropriate visitor
opportunities in the Park.

* Management zones have been proposed for the Park (Map 1) which reflects the
major feature/values within each zone.

e Zone 1 — Includes all the land in the proposed Regional Park that is listed on the
Register of the National Estate for its conservation and heritage significance. It
has been estimated that currently 85 % of the future Regional Park at St Marys is
vegetated with native Cumberland Plain bushland, leaving 15% as cleared areas.
The cleared areas include roads, infrastructure and heritage sites. This zone
contains most of the significant bushland areas in the Park. Therefore, recreation
in this zone should be iow impact activities that are sympathetic to the protection
of the natural and cultural heritage values of the Park.

+ Zone 2 — Includes all the land in the proposed Regional Park that is listed on the
Register of the National Estate for its heritage values. This land has been
identified as significant due to its association with the King family. Recreation
activities in this zone should be compatible with the heritage values of this zone.

e Zone 3 - Includes land in the Regional Park that has been identified as important
riparian habitat. As previously stated in the Natural Heritage paper (Chapter 7)
when the proposed Park becomes part of the NPWS reserve estate the amount of
total area of the Alluvial Woodland community protected within the NPWS reserve
system will more than double in size. The priority within the Park at St Marys will
be the protection and enhancement of this vegetation community. Therefore, it is
proposed that large sections of the creekline {(which is most of this zone) should
be revegetated to restore the native vegetation of this area.

+» Zone 4 — Restricted Access area. The Decontamination Report for the Site
determined that this area was suitable for a conservation reserve with restricted
access by the public. Visitors to the area wili be accompanied by a guide and
movement will be restricted to boardwalks and existing well marked tracks.
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