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BACKGROUND INFORMATION — RESIDUAL REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL
ESTATE LANDS

» The St Marys Property is divided into a number of different planning instrument
zones including Regional Park, Regional Open Space, Urban, Drainage Basins,
Roads and RNE Land (see Map 7 of Chapter 5).

= Approximately 828 hectares of the St Marys Property was listed in 2002 on the
Register of the National Estate (this includes approx. 780.6 hectares of the
preposed Regional Park and approx. 50 hectares of the Residual RNE Land).

* During the writing of the St Marys Development Agreement (2002) all Parties
noted that some lands listed on the Register of the National Estate would present
land managers with difficult management issues over the long term. Therefore it
was decided that the lands known as Residual RNE Land would be:

".....studied in the drafting of the Plan of Management to assess appropriate
park management options for that iand, and the Plan of Management will
identify the options and requirements for the protection of the listed values
of the Residual RNE Land’

(Clause 11.5b, St Marys Agreement, 2002).

» The values of the RNE lands across the whole St Marys Property (including the
Residual RNE Land) are: the presence of rare and regionally significant flora and
fauna species, the presence of significant remnants of native vegetation of the
Cumberiand Plain, and significant examples of Aboriginal and European heritage.

o The proposed Regional Park will initially be 850 hectares in size. The Residual
RNE iands are approximately 50 hectares in size. During the preparation of the
Plan of Management for the Regional Park, the Residual RNE Land is to be
considered and assessed for inclusion in the Park. If they are included in the
Park they will increase the size of the Park to approximately 800ha in size.

* The important element of this process is to consider whether the long-term
management of these RNE Lands by DEC is environmentally and economically
sustainable and thus it should focus on the management requirements for the
protection of the listed values of the Residual RNE Land.

» Most of the major issues in park management relate to the management across
boundaries. At boundaries the legal status changes, requiring fencing and sign
posting to be maintained for legal protection. Boundaries need to be protected
from fires (including arson), weed and feral anima! incursion, rubbish dumping
and drainage probiems {including run-off, increased nutrients, and catchment
elevation in adjacent development areas). The management of boundaries
becomes more complicated when it involves multiple managers.

» In general, conservation of areas is achieved well inside the boundary whereas
protection and management of areas occurs at the boundary. The greater the
length of a boundary relative to the area included, the greater the amount of
management needed to achieve conservation.

¢ If the Residual RNE Land is not included in the proposed Regional Park the St
Marys Development Agreement (2002) states that:

'If the appropriate park management option for the Residual RNE Land is
determined to be other than regional park, the Landowner must ensure that
any such option protects the listed values of the Residual RNE Land in
accordance with a plan of management’

(Clause 11.5d, St Marys Development Agreement, 2002).

DEC NSW 10/03/05



Page 2 of Chapter 15

* The Residual RNE Land is mostly located in awkwardly shaped pockets and the
management issues to be considered for these areas include boundary
smoothing, connectivity, shape and size of each parcel of land, as well as its
current condition.

* DEC has always maintained that if it were to contemplate taking on the Residual
RNE Land then boundary smoothing may be required to create viabie boundaries
in the proposed Regional Park.

» [tis currently the preferred option of the DEC that the Residual RNE Land in its
present form shouid not be included wholesale in the proposed Regional Park.
The arguments for this are set out in the following pages and include three
proposais where the DEC would be willing to take on some of the Residual RNE
LLand as part of the Regional Park.
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